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Dear friends and well-wishers, I write this first note with deep humility, having recently assumed additional
charge of the North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala. I am grateful for his stewardship and for the trust placed
in me by the Ministry of Culture to carry this work forward.
The quarter gone by April to June 2026, has already shown us why this responsibility matters.
We opened with the spirit of the harvest at Kalagram, Chandigarh, with 'Vaisakhi Utsav-2026' on April
12-13, where Punjabi folk artistes brought Malwai giddha, dhadi, jhoomar, luddi and gatka to a packed
evening audience. It set the tone: festivals must be spaces where youth meet their own roots, not as
spectators butas participants.
On June 6 and 7, the Kalidasa Auditorium hosted 'Rhythmia’, our two-day festival of Hindustani music and
dance. The inaugural evening featured Surbahar recital followed by Santosh Nair's 'The Game of Dice’,
while the finale presented Pandit Subhash Ghosh and Dr Sameera Koser's Kathak.
We closed the quarter by “ Sindhu Darshan Festival & Sanskrutik Yatra “ from June 13 to 29, 2026 where
troupes from across India shared one stage. These programmes affirm our core mandate to protect,
promote and preserve the rich cultural heritage, not behind glass, but in public squares, auditoriums and
university halls.
I seek your continued partnership as we enter the monsoon season with new workshops, crafts residencies
andyouth-focused samvaads.
Withwarmregards,
Ashwin M. Dalvi
Director
North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala
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Jashan-E-Mauseeque
April10to13,2026 at Srinagar, Ganderbal and Pulwama, UT of ) 6K

NZCC in collaboration with J&K Academy of Art, Culture & Languages organized
Jashan-E-Mauseeque (A festival of Jammu & Kashmir Sufi/Light & Folk Music) from
April 10 to 13, 2026 at Govt. Degree College, Bamina, Srinagar; Govt. Women College,
Srinagar; Open Air Park, Manasbal Lake, Ganderbal and Govt. Degree College, Tral,
Pulwama, UT of Jammu & Kashmir. In which renowned artists from Kashmir viz.
Mohd. Ismaiel Bhatt (Sufiana Kalam), Munir Ahmad Mir (Light Vocal), Farooq Ahmad
Ganaie (Folk Singing), Raja Bilal (Light Vocal), Qaiser Nizami (Light Vocal), Abdul
Rashid Dar (Folk Singing), Mohd. Abdulla Shaksaz (Folk Singing) and Shazia Bashir
(Light Vocal) given their performances during said festival. The festival was
appreciated by one and all.

Munir Ahmad Mir
(Light Vocal)
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Vaisakhi Celebration
April12 13,2026 at Kalagram, Manimajra, Chandigarh

North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala
celebrated the Vaisakhi at Kalagram,
Manimajra, Chandigarh on April 12 & 13,
2026 . During this 2 day celebration, NZCC
organized the performances of folk
dances & folk singing of Punjab. The
festival was a great success. Everyone
appreciated NZCC for organizing the said
festival.
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National Painters’ Camp
April 21to 25,2026 at Gulmarg, UT of 6K

NZCC in collaboration with J&K
Academy of Art, Culture & Languages
organized the National Painters’' Camp
on the theme "Vision Bharat @2047" at
Gulmarg from April 21 to 25, 2026,
bringing together artists to creatively
express the vision of a developed India
through art.

Celebration of States Foundation Day
May 01, 2026 at Lok Bhavan Punjab, Chandigarh

NZCC organized the choreographed cultural presentation during the “Celebration of
statehood day of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Himachal Pradesh” at Guru Nanak Dev
Auditorium, Lok Bhawan Punjab, Chandigarh. Shri Gulab Chand Kataria, Honourable
Governor of Punjab-cum-Chairperson of NZCC along with other dignitaries graced
the occasion. The performances by the artists were appreciated by one and all.
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2569th Vesak Celebrations
May 02t013,2026 at Leh, UT of Ladakh

The Administration of UT Ladakh, in

collaboration with the Ministry of Culture,

Government of India, and North Zone : Hol‘/-Rﬂ-v.u Ol the Tovaga
Cultural Centre, Patiala, commenced a of th Y Relics R 9z
series of daily evening cultural ,;;:——g_l‘ﬁ_tll@gata RESEL
programmes from May 2to 13,2026 atLeh § ﬁﬁ%ﬁrﬁ@

in connection with the Sacred Exposition Z - &

of the Holy Relics of Lord Buddha, marking

the 2569th Vesak Purnima, in which folk

dances of different states of India along

with Ladakhi folk artforms was

showcased. Hon’ble Chief Minister of

Arunachal Pradesh, Shri Pema Khandu,

graced the occasion as the Chief Guest

during inaugural function.

Painters’ Cmp-py Artists from Afiican Countries
May 21t0 23, 2026 at Kalidasa Auditorium, Virsa Vihar Kendra, Patiala

NZCC, Patiala organized Painters’ Camp by
the artistes from African Countries as a
part of Fourth India-Africa Forum Summit
from May 21 to 23, 2026 at Virsa Vihar
Kendra, Patiala. Renowned artists from
African nations namely, Ms. Edith
Wasserfall from Namibia, Ms. Anita Pearl
Mwinnabang Ankor from Ghana, Mr. Keith
Zenda from Zimbabwe and Mr. Stary
Mwaba from Zambia participated in the
said camp and created paintings and
sketches inspired by the broad theme,
“India through the Lens of Africa.”
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RHYTHMIA-Rhythms of Music & Dance
June 06 & 07, 2026 at Kalidasa Auditorium, Virsa Vihar Kendra, Patiala

NZCC, Patiala organized "Rhythmia - Rhythm of Music & Dance" on June 6 & 7,2026 at
Kalidasa Auditorium, Virsa Vihar Kendra, Patiala. The audience witnessed a soulful
Surbahar recital by Dr. Ashwin M. Dalvi, followed by the acclaimed dance drama "The
Game of Dice" presented by Shri Santosh Nair, showcasing the artistic brilliance of
Indian classical dance & theatre. On the 2nd day mesmerizing Classical Music
performance by Pt. Subhash Ghosh, followed by an elegant Kathak dance recital by
Dr. Samira Koser, enthralled the audience.
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National Level Summer Festival
June 08to12, 2026 at Ridge, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh

North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala,
presented cultural performances
featuring folk dances from various
states—such as Chholiya (Uttarakhand),
Bhavai (Rajasthan), Gojri (UT of Jammu &
Kashmir), Ghoomar, and Phag
(Haryana)—as well as Punjabi folk
singing by Bobby Sidhu during the
National-level 'Summer Festival-2026' at
the historic Ridge, Shimla (Himachal
Pradesh) from June 8 to 12, 2026
organized by the District Administration
of Shimla, in collaboration with the
Department of Language and Culture,
Himachal Pradesh. These performances
were greatly appreciated and enjoyed by
all.

Shoolini Mela
June 26to 28, 2026 at Solan, Himachal Pradesh

North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala, presented captivating cultural performances
featuring folk dances from various states, including Bhangra and Jindua (Punjab);
Phag and Ghoomar (Haryana); and Chari, Ghoomar, and Bhavai (Rajasthan) during
the state-level 'Shoolini Mela’ which was organized in Solan, Himachal Pradesh, from
June 26 to 28, 2026, by the Solan District Administration and the Department of
Language and Culture, Himachal Pradesh. The performances give by the artists of
NZCCwere appreciated by one and all.
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Sindhu Darshan Festival & Sanskritik Yatra
June13to 29,2026 at different places of Punjab, HP, Uts of |6 and Ladakh

North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala organized 'Sindhu Darshan Festival-2026' at Leh
(UT Ladakh) from June 22 to 26, 2026 in collaboration with Sindhu Darshan Yatra
Samiti, Delhi coinciding with unique 'Sanskritik Yatra-2026' from June 13 to 29,2026
comprising of folk artistes/folk singers & instrumentalists representing all the
cultural regions of India. The artists performed at different places in the State of
Punjab, U.Ts of Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh & Himachal Pradesh viz. Pathankot
(Punjab); Jammu, Ramban, Patan, Srinagar (UT J&K); Kargil, Drass, Leh (UT Ladakh);
Keylong & Manali (Himachal Pradesh) from June 13 to 29, 2026. Shri Vinai Kumar
Saxena, Honorable Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh was the chief guest on June 23,
2026 at Sindhu Ghat, Leh. Thousands of people from all over India witnessed and
appreciated the cultural performances presented by NZCC, Patiala during the said
events.

~ Teh - Tadakh

Fokasman 22-27 June 2026
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International Yoga Day
June 21,2026 at Virsa Vihar Kendra, Patiala & Kalagram, Chandigarh

North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala celebrated “12th International Day of Yoga” in a
befitting manner at Virsa Vihar Kendra, Patiala and Kalagram, Manimajra,
Chandigarh on June 21, 2026, in accordance with the guidelines set forth by the
Ministry of Ayush, Government of India. The theme of this year's International Day of
Yoga was "Yoga for Healthy Ageing" . The yoga session included various asanas and
meditation techniques as per Common Yoga Protocol observance, creating an
atmosphere of serenity and mindfulness. Yoga practitioners, senior citizens,
children, youth, eminent theatre personalities and artists of various fields etc.
performed various asanas and pranayama exercises under the guidance of Yog Guru.
Officers & staff of NZCC also attended the yoga session.

p

Monthly Theatre Series

Second Saturday of every month

As part of its monthly theatre series,
NZCC organizes a theatrical play on
every second Saturday of the month at
Kalidasa Auditorium, Virsa Vihar
Kendra, Patiala. This regular initiative
aims to promote theatre culture,
provide a platform to theatre artists and
groups, and encourage audiences to
engage with meaningful stage
performances.
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Commemoration of 350" Martyrdom Day of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
June 24 6 25,2026 at Gurudwara Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, Mattan Sahib, Anantnag, UT of |6K

NZCC, Patiala, Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India, in collaboration with the J&K
Academy of Art, Culture & Languages and Gurudwara Parbandhak Committee,
Anantnag, organized a two-day religious programme to commemorate the 350th
Martyrdom Day of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji on June 24-25, 2026 at the ground
(Pandal) near Gurudwara Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, Mattan Sahib, Anantnag. The
programme commenced with the inauguration of exhibition dedicated to the life and
teachings of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji. The exhibition was inaugurated by Shri Brij
Mohan Sharma, Principal Secretary, Department of Culture, Government of J&K
followed by lecture on the life and teachings of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji by the
scholars, the day was concluded with Dhadi Gayan by Bhai Gursevak Jiand Group. On
the second day, Shabad Kirtan by Bhai Bhupinder Singh Ji, Ragi of Gurudwara Sri Guru
Nanak Dev Ji, Mattan Sahib, followed by a spiritually uplifting rendition by Bhai Jagtar
Singh Ji, Jammu Wale (Hazuri Ragi, Amritsar). The response from the public was
overwhelming, with the pandal filled to its full capacity.

Y s, SriGury
*8h Bahadur i
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summer Workshops
May &)une, 2026 in the member states

North Zone Cultural Centre (NZCC), Patiala, Ministry of Culture, Government of India,
organized training workshops in different fields to promote and preserve India's rich
cultural heritage.

* Bhangra, Giddha, and Painting atVirsa Vihar Kendra, Patiala

* FolkDances of Punjab, Haryana, Theatre and Art & Craftat Kalagram, Chandigarh
* Rouff Dance and Wanvun Dance at Srinagar

* GojriDanceatPoonch

* Gadhiyali Dance atKathua

* Productionoriented Theatre Workshop at Mandi, Himachal Pradesh.

* Phag/Ghoomer Dance at Kurukshetraand Jind, Haryana

* FolkDance & Folk Music of Uttarakhand at Chamoli, Uttarakhand

These workshops provided a valuable platform for young participants to learn in an
artistic environment under the able guidance of experienced experts and contributed
significantly to the preservation and promotion of traditional folk art forms.
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Head Office
Virsa Vihar Kendra, Near Bhasha Bhwan

Sheranwala Gate, Patiala-147001
Phone No. +91-175-2202918, 2211429

Email- nzccindia@gmail.com; Website: https://www.culturenorthindia.com

Sub-0ffice

Kalagram, Manimajra, Sector-13,
Chandigarh-160101
Phone No. +91-172-2930941

f @ North Zone Cultural Centre X @nzccpatiala @northzoneculturalcentre > @northzoneculturalcentre5019
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